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Datawrapper:  
Quick guide about how to make polygon maps 
 

 

Choose Choropleth-Map 

 

Seach for the relevant map.  
 
Click Proceed 
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Click the Settings symbol 
(gear) 

 

Choose country (defines 
the format of your 
numbers e.g. the decimal 
comma or point.  
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Choose whether 
Datawrapper shall 
"recognies" your data by 
Codes or Names (e.g. 
country name) 

 

Click "Import your dataset" 
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Mark your data in your 
spreadsheet 
 
(don't mark whole columns 
or rows. Just mark the data 
you are going to use). 

 

Mark the fields/cells in the 
first row in the Datawrapper 
data template 
 
(NB: Don't click in any of the 
fields/cells because then all 
the data will be copied in to 
that one cell. Not nice ;0) 



 5 

 

Choose which column 
Datawrapper shall use as 
"identifying" data. 

 

Oops. An error occured. 
Datawrapper doesn't 
recognies "Portugal" from 
our spreadsheet.  

 

It turns out that there is a 
space character after the 
last letter in "Portugal".  
Remove the space character 
(erase). 
The problem is solved.  
Sometimes you have to 
check that e.g. countries are 
spelled the same way in 
Datawrapper-names and in 
your data set.  
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Choose the column where 
your values are 
 
(the values that will define 
the colour of your interactive 
map) 

 

In the next section you can 
modify your map e.g. 
adding a title, changing 
legends etc. 
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Click "Stops".  
Choose min/max 
(try the other choices as well 
just to see what happens) 

 

Designing legends:  
Choose number format (with 
or without decimals and 
thousand number separator) 

 

Choose position of the 
legends. 
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Give the legend list a title. 
 
And "un-click" the 
"Automatically generate 
legend" 

 

Define your one legends: 
Write a caption (e.g. a 
range of values).  
In the value field write a 
number equivalent to the 
"middle" of your range. Don't 
use any thousand number 
separators!! 

 

Example of a list of legends 
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And this os how this legend 
looks like in the map. 
(placed top right) 

 

Map label: 
If you want the labels (e.g. 
names of countries or 
states) to be visible on the 
map.  

 

Zoom for labels: 
Sometimes you don't wan't 
the lables to be visible when 
zooming out because the 
labels then will be 
overlapping and will. That 
you can adjust with the 
zoom-regulator.  
If you want the labels to be 
visible at any zoom level 
then set the regulator at "1" 

 

Tooltips: 
Designing the "Pop up 
information window". 
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You can construct the text 
by combining your own text 
with numbers and text from 
the columns from your 
dataset (spreadsheet).  
You can use HTML-codes 
for making bold, italic etc. 

 

This is how a Pop-up-
window might look like when 
you put the mouse over a 
country in the map. 

 

Annotate: 
Titles, descriptions, 
sources...  
 
Just write in the fields and it 
will appear in the map.  
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Design: 
Usually you don't have to do 
anything than clicking 
"Publish" in this window.  

 

Embed the map into a 
website.  
Click "Publish chart". 

 

Copy the embed code. 
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Create a new website, e.g. 
in MediaJungle 
 
(be aware that you might not 
be able to use embed codes 
in some websites, e.g. (free) 
Wordpress.com-sites due 
some safety risc. 

 

When you create a new post 
or side in the MediaJungle-
site then choose "Tekst" 
(which is the "HTML"-section 
of the post/side). 
 
Paste the copied embed 
code. 
 
Click "Publish"/"Upload". 

 

And the your interactive map 
is published ;0) 

 
 


